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| have long argued the winning strategy for any politician is to be traditional on the culture issues, super lefty 
like Bernie Sanders on the economic ones, and you win everyone. Most Americas don’t like drag queen 
story hour, pronouns in the bio or the idea of reading out the names of all three-dozen transgender women of 
color who've died in the past year. The victims of transgender women murderers, might be another story. 
This transcends the partisan divide. Americans on both sides want a Universal Basic Income during this 
pandemic, the wars to end, Medicare for all, free public college, tuition debt forgiveness and no more means- 
testing for programs that improve their lives. 
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People love “government” when “government” means a simple, non-means-tested entitlement. 
Everyone loves social security and medicare. UBI is now popular, etc. On the other hand, many people 
hate complicated, unfair welfare programs, and most everyone is suspicious of foreign aid. If 
government just created a $500 billion bill to send $2,000 to everyone over the age of 18, the whole 
country would be united at Christmas. It’s that simple. (Rich people who don’t need the cash could be 
guilt-tripped into donating it to charity or whatever.) People love this kind of “government” but hate 
“Washington’—that is, politicians and lobbyists who use the pandemic as cover to send billions to 
Israel and Ukraine and promote feminism in Pakistan, and whatever else is going in that 5,000-page 
bill. 


The politician or party who recognizes this reality is the one with a chance to transcend polarization. 
Trump has *always* understood this at a gut level. But he lacks the imagination or political will or 
ruthlessness to break through polarization, as opposed to leaning into it. Trump’s fundamental failure in 
2017—which resulted in a kind of “fools mate”’—was his embrace of the GOP and Paul’s Ryan’s 
speakership. They enacted some of the most unpopular policies imaginable: incoherent healthcare 
reform, tax cuts, etc. The means of transcending polarization was to dump the GOP, which only 
recently accepted him and never really loved him. Trump should’ve focused on major infrastructure 
initiatives (including “The Wall”) and national healthcare. The obvious partners were the Democrats. 
Yes, this might seem off-the-wall, but it was Trump’s means of transcending polarization by combining 
his base with Democrats, who are actually interested in national policy. Instead, he embraced 
“conservatism,” so-called “populism,” and other platforms that have minority appeal. 


In other words, people want easy solutions to difficult problems and they are doable. We already have a 
Medicare system, it just needs to become universal; ending wars and foreign aid means just don’t sign the 
check; UBI is expanding Social Security to everyone; the colleges already exist, just forgive the already 
existing debt and don’t charge students, just pay the bill through legislation. If Trump would’ve done this, 
most especially during a pandemic, we would've won reelection in a landslide. He even could’ve made it 
partisan in his rhetoric, but if he had legislated like a Bernie Sanders populist, with Medicare for All and a 
UBI, he would’ve been hailed as a victor in the fight against Covid. Instead, we got let them drink bleach. 


Don’t trade your freedom for free money, means don’t trade getting screwed for the solution, which is stop 
fisting me. Stop the corporate excuses and give us what the American people deserve and pay taxes for 
after all, for god’s sake. 
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